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With all my heart I say with you: " God bless Wilson." For the 
sake of a world-humanity, for the sake of untold Americans yet unborn, 
I devoutly pray that he may be inspired for adequate leadership of this 
greatest nation on the globe, and for all the coming days of immeasurable 
and most critical needs. 

Harrisburg, Pa. George P. Mains. 

HUMORING THE BEAST 

Sir, — Thanks for " The Sinners and the Sin " in the November 
number. I believe it represents the conclusions and belief of those who 
have prescience enough to see what must be done to end this war, and 
thereby possibly all future wars. The " dawning consciousness " will 
soon become the fully illuminated conviction of even those who, like 
myself (a former member of the American Peace Society), are opposed 
to war and militarism, but who are unable to comprehend more than 
one way of dealing with a mad dog retaining diabolical intelligence 
and efficiency. 

One of the strangest things connected with the conflict is, that our 
Government so easily falls into ways for making the path of the mad 
dog easier. For example, it is an old principle of the law of this and 
all other countries, that an alien enemy cannot sue in the courts thereof 
during the continuance of war. His right is suspended until peace is 
declared. Yet Congress, in the very Trading with the Enemy Act, 
approved October 6, 1917, provides, in substance, that: 

(1.) A citizen of the United States may apply for a license under a 
patent owned by a German, provided he deposits a trust fund with the 
alien enemy custodian as security for the German, against a recovery by 
a suit to be brought after the close of the war. Or, 

(2.) If he refuses to take a license under such terms, he may now 
be sued for infringement by the German patent owner at war with us, 
by means of a power of attorney given to some attorney in this country 
so unpatriotic as to plead in our courts the cause of an enemy alien 
seeking to destroy us. 

Within three weeks after this became a law, the representatives 
of at least one alien enemy took advantage of it. 

The alleged reasons for the law are, that it is desired to preserve 
reciprocal relations with Germany with respect to patent rights, and 
to give citizens of this country the " right " to make and sell articles 
controlled by patents owned in Germany. 

The folly of this is apparent when it is considered: 

1. That a citizen of this country already has the privilege of making 
and selling such articles, subject of course to suit after the war for 
infringement, if a court should find such exists, and the payment of 
damages for such infringement. 

2. That a citizen of this country cannot bring a suit in a German 
court during the war (Save the mark !.), and 

3. That most German patents owned by American citizens are already 
void under the German law, because of the inability to pay the yearly 
taxes thereon required by the German law to keep the patents alive. 

In return for nothing except the alleged good will of the Beast, we 
have therefore given him the right to require United States manufac- 
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turers to put up a trust fund for him, to pay damages in advance to a 
trustee, and have opened our courts to him against our own citizens. 

Although opposed by the Patent Law Association, and stricken out 
in the Senate, the law was restored in conference. The ways of the 
Beast are past finding out. If we had commandeered German patents, 
as we have German ships, and as Germany has (in effect) commandeered 
our patents; or if we had let the old law stand, leaving the German to 
establish his rights, if any, after the war, justice would have been 
served; but now we may yet see the spectacle of a United States court 
asked to grant an injunction against the maker or user of some of our 
airplanes or other engines of war, in favor of a German patent owner. 
And the court would evidently have to grant it, unless the maker or 
user took out a license or deposited a trust fund against a day of trial 
and settlement. 

I do not advocate " stealing " patents owned by Germans; but surely 
we should not have permitted ourselves to grant them or their agents 
a right heretofore unknown in the law, and put it in their power to tie 
up our manufacturers in litigation based on some real or doubtful charge 
of infringement. Our courts should be closed to them, absolutely, until 
after the war, as has always Been the case, in all countries, since laws 
were established. 

Washington, D. C. George E. Tew. 

JEWISH PATRIOTISM 

Sir, — For many years I have been a reader of the great Review, 
and am always keenly anxious for the next number. The December 
number is exceedingly interesting. Your resume of war conditions serves 
two purposes: to tell the truth and to arouse the American people to 
the gravity of the situation. Ever since the war commenced, although 
optimistic all my life, and now in my eighty-second year, I have had 
but one feeling in regard to the outcome — that it would take at least 
five, if not ten years, unless a miracle took place, to win the war, and 
that the burden of it would finally fall upon the United States; that 
fifty billions, if not seventy-five of our money, would be needed, and 
five million of troops, provided we could get men across. The Germans 
are not superhuman, but they have had forty-five years of preparation, 
with the most wonderful military machinery, but even that would have 
counted for naught had it not been, and was it not, for the fact that the 
Allies have blundered from the start up to this moment, and the United 
States seems to be a good second. Instead of declaring war at once 
against the Central Powers, we are nibbling, and now have simply 
declared war against Austria, leaving the spies of Turkey and Bulgaria 
to roam at large. What other possible reason can there be, outside of 
fearing a massacre of missionaries, is to me a mystery — but were it not 
better that a thousand or even ten thousand missionaries, Jews, and 
Christians should be sacrificed to the moloch of hate, than to incur the 
danger of sacrificing a million of people, who in consequence of the non- 
declaration of war may be slaughtered? 

But this letter was not written on a subject that must be stale to 
you, but simply to say that I have read the article entitled "I am a 
Jew." It is a curious coincidence that this article should appear in 



